Aldous Huxley (1894-1963) wrote Brave New World in 1932. This novel is about a society where science controls everything. Families, fathers and mothers no longer exist. In fact, these words are horrible and embarrassing in Huxley’s world. Scientists create babies and divide them into different categories. Then they condition them to do one job. They teach them to like that job and to dislike everything else. The Alphas are the scientists, so they are the most intelligent; the Epsilons are the lowest category of workers, so they are the least intelligent.

The following extract is about education in Brave New World. Some students, who are Alphas, are visiting the centre where babies are conditioned. Their teacher, the Director, is explaining the history of sleep-teaching. Then he explains that his method can be used to teach people what to think. They visit a dormitory to see an example of sleep-teaching.

“What’s the lesson this afternoon ?” the Director asked the nurse.

“Elementary Class Consciousness.”

Eighty little boys and girls were sleeping. There was a whisper under every pillow. At the end of the room there was a loud-speaker. The Director walked up to it and pressed a switch.

“… all wear green,” said the soft but very distinct voice, beginning in the middle of a sentence, “and Delta children wear khaki. Oh no, I don’t want to play with Delta children. And Epsilons are worse. They’re too stupid to be able to read or write. Besides, they wear black, which is such a horrible colour. I’m so glad I’m a Beta.”

There was  a pause; then the voice began again.

“Alpha children wear grey. They work much harder than we do, because they are so clever. I’m very glad I’m a Beta, because I don’t work so hard. And then we are much better than the Gammas and Deltas. Gammas are stupid. They all wear green, and Delta children wear khaki…”

“They’ll have that repeated forty or fifty times more before they wake; then again on Thursday, and again on Saturday. A hundred and twenty times three times a week for thirty months. After which they go on to a more advanced lesson. Till at last the child’s mind is these suggestions. And not the child’s mind only. The adult’s mind too – all his life long. The mind that judges and desires and decides – made up of these suggestions. But all these suggestions are our suggestions!” The Director almost shouted in triumph. “Suggestions from the State.”

Adapted from Brave New World, by Aldous Huxley.

Aldous Huxley (1894-1963) wrote Brave New World in 1932. This novel is about a society where science controls everything. Families, fathers and mothers no longer exist. In fact, these words are horrible and embarrassing in Huxley’s world. Scientists create babies and divide them into different categories. Then they condition them to do one job. They teach them to like that job and to dislike everything else. The Alphas are the scientists, so they are the most intelligent; the Epsilons are the lowest category of workers, so they are the least intelligent.

The following extract is about education in Brave New World. Some students, who are Alphas, are visiting the centre where babies are conditioned. Their teacher, the Director, is explaining the history of sleep-teaching. Then he explains that his method can be used to teach people what to think. They visit a dormitory to see an example of sleep-teaching.

“What’s the lesson this afternoon ?” the Director asked the nurse.

“Elementary Class Consciousness.”

Eighty little boys and girls were sleeping. There was a whisper under every pillow. At the end of the room there was a loud-speaker. The Director walked up to it and pressed a switch.

“… all wear green,” said the soft but very distinct voice, beginning in the middle of a sentence, “and Delta children wear khaki. Oh no, I don’t want to play with Delta children. And Epsilons are worse. They’re too stupid to be able to read or write. Besides, they wear black, which is such a horrible colour. I’m so glad I’m a Beta.”

There was  a pause; then the voice began again.

“Alpha children wear grey. They work much harder than we do, because they are so clever. I’m very glad I’m a Beta, because I don’t work so hard. And then we are much better than the Gammas and Deltas. Gammas are stupid. They all wear green, and Delta children wear khaki…”

“They’ll have that repeated forty or fifty times more before they wake; then again on Thursday, and again on Saturday. A hundred and twenty times three times a week for thirty months. After which they go on to a more advanced lesson. Till at last the child’s mind is these suggestions. And not the child’s mind only. The adult’s mind too – all his life long. The mind that judges and desires and decides – made up of these suggestions. But all these suggestions are our suggestions!” The Director almost shouted in triumph. “Suggestions from the State.”

Adapted from Brave New World, by Aldous Huxley.

